GroupPlanning 2018

- January
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
bSg . S World Braille Epiphany 12"
Day (Bank Day (global) night (Christian
Hol)
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Plough Monday
(UK)
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Martin Luther Winnie the Penguin
King day Pooh Day Awareness Da
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Robert Burns |Australia Day |[Chocolate cake
Night (Scotlang day
28 29 30 31
RSPB Big National
garden storytelling
birdwatch week (UK)

Themes of the week

Week 1- snow and ice

Week 2- Epiphany(twelfth night)

Week 3- animals in winter

Week 4- Australia day



Theme of the week winter weather ¢ snow and ice

We are teaching the dbren about-
winter weather¢ snow and ice

Why?¢ We want to help the children |
understand about the new season |8
and the changes that are happening
in the world around them.

Background, Meteorological winter 1 . : :
starts around 3t December but we are busy with Christmas activities throughout
December so we tend to use the astronomical seasonqg2t&t December.

Focus for under 2sWinter clothes
Focus for over 2schanges to the weather

Note ¢ group planning includes opporttieis for inside and outside play.

Link planning to British valueslemocracy, individual liberty, rule of law, mutual respect
and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.

1 Teachindhe childrenaboutimportanceof dressingappropriatelyfor the weatherg
rule of law.

Link planning to the characteristics of effective learnilngking to playing and exploring
(engagement), active learning (motivation) and creating and thinking critically (thinking)

1 Encourage the children to explore thetside area and use what they find
to make a display (engagement)

Home learning, providing ideas for activities parents might like to try with their child at
home

1 Do you find little ones struggle with putting clothes and going outside in a colder
weather? Sharing information with parents so they understand what their child
IS learningutside.


https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjhhMjWr6rXAhVBJcAKHaprDecQjRwIBw&url=http://seasons.pppst.com/winter.html&psig=AOvVaw01j82QQLJ7xi2zawdoxonm&ust=1510072245968555

Communication & language
/ Literacy

Physical development

PSED

Making a board on display including
vocabulary such asSnow , Ice,
Snowman, Gloves/mittens, Winteoat,
Hat, Scarf Displayétkracy, Trees in
winter, Cold weather clothes

Book selection to focus aywinter

Expressive arts & design

Under 2<; snow pictures

Under 2<; getting dressed

Talking about the clothes we are
wearing in the winter. Encourage
them to be independent pushing
their legs and arms in and doing up
zZips.

Treasure baskeg Creating together
a winter themed treasure basket for
the children to explore (there are
many ideas online).

Under 2g; selfawareness

Going outside every day apart from
in dangerous weather conditions.

Making the most of the cold
weather of the cold weather to
teach the children about the
changes in the world around them.

Over2g; feelings in winter Using

the photo to promote

conversatiorg, asking the children

¢ how does winter make them feel?
Suggesting the children to draw a
picture of their favourite weather and
talk about how it makes them feel.

Mathematics

Making snowy day pictures using whitg S8

paint and black card. Add texture with
glitter and sparkles.

Over 2g; cutting snowflakes Providing t
children with scissors and showing thet
how to fold and cut snowflakes out whi
paper. Learning that every snowflake is

| different.

Over 2g; Christmas cards

Cutting up oldChristmas cards with
children and using them for crafts and
making some jigsaws.

Writing numbers and displaying the
snowflakes. Using them to count up
and down.
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Understandingheworld

Allchildrenc Jackrost We will make
some ice and snow pictures and talk
about Jackrost.

Learn the rhyme
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toes! All through the night, the gay
little sprite is working where nobody
knows.
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Theme of the week winter weather ¢ Epiphany

HAPPY EPIPHANY
"

We are teaching the children abayEpiphany (twelfth night)

Why?¢ Some of the children are learning aboufrlﬁight at nursery and we want to complement their
learning Backgroung9 LJA LK y& Aada GKS RI& gKSYGKSo ¢AaS YSy

are...) arrived to

visit baby Jesus in the bible story.

Under 25; Reading the Christmas story and talk about what happened at

Over2s¢ role playing kings and queens

Linkingplanning to British valuesdemocracy, individual liberty, rule of law, mutual respect and

tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.

1 Talkaboutthosewho dobelievein the storyof Jesusaand3 kings(tolerance).

Linking planning to theharacteristics of effective learnindinking to playing and exploring

(engagement), active learning (motivation) and creating and thinking critically (thinking)
1 Encouragehe childrento usebooksandmapsto researchinformation(activelearning)
Home learning; providing ideas for activities parents might like to try with their child at home

1 Share recipes for winter cupcakes and apple waspagisents might like to try it abme.


https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqjYjIvqrXAhUmCsAKHcw_CRUQjRwIBw&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_31210261_stock-vector-happy-epiphany-over-beige-background-illustration.html&psig=AOvVaw0DUSAx-jIG30I775YazQJC&ust=1510076243262273

Activity ideas

Communication & language

Physicaldevelopment

PSED

Key vocahulary
Kings Wise men; Goldg Frankincense
Myrrh - Baby Jesus Stable- Orientg travel

Over 2s gifts for babies

In the story, 3 wise men brought gifts
for baby Jesus. Talking to children abou
gifts they receiveavhen were borrg
asking parents for information we can
use to talk about with the children.

Literacy
Book selection
1 The Christmastory remind the
children
T a¢KS gAasSOKNAS RN

version fromJsborne
T a2S GKNBS 1Ay3aQ
Claire Fennell

Displayed literacyLabelled picturesf wise
men / 3 kings bringing gifts to the baby.
Words andpictures gold, myrrh and
frankincense.

Under 2<; present

A lot of little ones enjoy putting things
in and out of boxes and wrapping then
up ¢ giving them boxes and small toys
which they can wrap as tffor dolls.
Talking about giving and receiving
presents while they are playing role
play giving and taking and saying
GLX SIasSé yR ac¢KI

Over 2g; stranger dangerTalking to
older children about stranger danger:
specifically the danger of accem
gifts from strangers. Role playing
different scenarios to develop their
understanding.

Under 2s; apple wassail

Making this traditional drink with the
children, showing them how to
measure the ingredients before mixin
(maths). Tanking about how thigink
makes them feel and discussing likes
and dislikes.

Over 2g; saying thank you
Writing letters and drawing pictures tg
the wise men from the baby saying
GOGKEFY]1 @&2dz F2N 0
bought. Talking about saying thank
you/being grateful.

Mathematics

Understandingheworld

Expressive arts & design

Under2s; count from 1 to 3laying
games andsinging songs to teach the
children 1,2and 3 and counting forwa

and backwards.

Over 2gdistance
Looking at maps and learn how far away
Bethlehem is...how far the 3 wise men
travelled... how far the food we eat at

Christmas travels to reach our plates etc.

Under 2g; technology

Watching the Christmas story and the
at2NE 2F (KS
YouTube.

ooni A

Over 2<g; where was Jesus born?

According to the bible, Mary and Jose
were living in Bethlehem #te time of

WSadzaQa O0ANIK | yR
long after. Find the places on the worl

map.

All childrenwe 3 kings

Listen to thesong @we 3 kings of

hNASYdG FNBZ 06SIFNR
etc... and talk about how far the kings
travelled to visit the baby and what
giftsthey brought with them. The bible
aid2NEe

area GKSecg G
where might thabe?

Draw pictures ofhe kings...
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More activity ideas Epiphany

H/'\Pp'&
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Theme of the week winter weather ¢ animals in winter

. Animals 1 in

We are teaching children aboganimals in winter

Why?¢ The children love playing with small world animals and we can teach them about similarities and differences.
Focus for under 2slooking after animals

Focus for over 2ssnowy animals in the garden and across the world

Note¢ group planning includespportunities for inside and outside play.

Linking planning to British valugdemocracy, individual liberty, rule of law, mutual respect and tolerance of those with

different faiths and beliefs

1 Learnt to respect those who care for animals (muesdect)

Linking planning to the characteristics of effective leamintgking to playing and exploring (engagement), active learning

(motivation) and creating and thinking critically (thinking)

1 Childrentakepartin simplescienceexperimentgcreatingandthinkingcritically)

Home learning, providing ideas for activities parents might like to try with their child at home

1 Loanananimal,appropriatethymeor bookandwinter care kitsothey canlookafter the animalsoverthe weekend at

home.
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Communication & language

Physical development

PSED
Literacy

Winter animals displayiey vocabulary
<

Polarbear, Iceland PenguinFox
HedgehogBirds Snow/ice, Animalhomes
Footprints

Over 2g; animals staying warm in
winter. Asking children What do
animals need to stay warm and dry in

the winter? Reading the Percy the par|

1SSLISNI ati2NB ahysS
Nick Butterworth together and talking

about what the various animals did to
try and stay warm and dry before they
arrived at Percy;s hut.

Under 2s food for animals Making
food for the animals and birds which
visiting our garden in winter. The little
ones can help measure (maths) and
stir. There are birth food recipes on
the RSPB website.

Over 2g; frozen animals Fezing

I| some toys animals tslocks of ice

putting them in the messy tray and
providing tools for the children to use
to help the animals escape.

~

-

Extensiort what makes ice melt?
Making some ice blocks (hide some
small world animals inside) and
experiment with the sun, warm
radiator, salt and fridge to see which
block of ice melts quicker.

All childrerc caring for animals
Providing the children with resource
eg blankets, food bowls, brushes cloth
etc to help them look after their small
world or cuddly animals.

Extensiorg helping the children to
make beds for the animals using old
shoe boxes and scraps of
blankets...helping them make links in
their learnirg by asking parents to sen
you a photo of their bedroom at home
so they can make comparisoit$ie
older children (if they have experience
might want to extend this to vet role

play.

Book selectioq
f dhyS ¥¥AKE:E
by Nick Butterworth

T a{le& K&snbwy (2
Iy A Yhy ta@hybrow

T a¢KS FyAYlIfta 27
AY 6AYGSNE o0& |/

Displayed literacy

Labelled photos of animals in winty
fox walking through the snow, a polar
bear in an ice cave etc.

Mathematics

Understandinghe world

Expressive arts & design

Under 2g; footprints in the snow

FOQTPRINT
SNOWNAN

Over 2g; hot and cold Setting up

experiment which help children make

comparisons between hot and cold.

Under 2<; houses

We all live in different housedooking
at photos of animal houses and maki
them using the blocks or empty

cardboard boxes.

Over 2g; snowy world animals

Putting some snowy world animals
into the messy tray with pretend
snow and resources to help the
children learn about the animals and

their habitats.

Under 2g; animals hokey cokey

Repeating vocabulary to teach in
different ways eg put your polar bear
penguin in... and out and shake it all

about.

Over 2g; burrows and tunnels

Using outimagination to make burrows

and tunnels for the children (tents and

tunnels) and the winter animals (tubes
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Theme of the weekAustralia day

We are teaching the children abaut
Australia day

@

Why?¢ Wewantto helpthe childrenlearn
aboutsimilaritiesanddifferencesit iscold
inthe UKbut it is hot / summer time in

Australia.

Background, on Australia Day families

traliaZ
Australiaz
come together to celebrate their country 2
and culture. Q DaY'

Focus for under 2slearn about the world in which we live.
Focus for over 2splan a hot week, regardless of the weather outside.

Note ¢ group planning includes opportunities for inside and outside
play.

Linking planning to British valuedemocracy, individual liberty, rule of law, mutual
respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs

1 Learning about the lives of people in different parts of the world (mutual
respect and tolerance)

Linking planning to the characteristaf®effective learning linking to playing and

exploring (engagement), active learning (motivation) and creating and thinking critically
(thinking)

1 Using books and the internet to find out new information (playingeapbbring)

Home learning, providing ideas for activities parents might like to try with their child at
home

1 Suggesting parents to listen some of the Australian songs their children enjoy
at home together.
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Focusing on types of animals

placedo visitor elementsof the flag
and making and interactive displ
with words and pictures to engag
the children.

Over 2g; barbecue- Planning a
barbecue party for Australia Day.
Writing theinvitations and research
a menu, cooking the food etc.
Making a poster inviting everyone
a barbecue.

Extensiorg making some traditione
Australian food sucls Lamington
pancakesor Anzac biscuits an
sharing the recipes witharents.

Communication & language Physical development PSED
Literacy
Keyvocabulary Under 2<; animal moving Under 2<; mirrors

Finding out about Australig
animals and playing an anim
moving game slither like a snake
hop like kangaroo, climb like
koala, wobble like a platypus a
tickle like a spider!

Over 2g; holidays

Printing pictures of specific pladas
Australia. Using scissors to cut thy
out and makea collage of the
different places the children wou
like to visit¢ Australia has a lot @
wonderful and diverse scenery!

Looking at pictures of children fro
Australia and comparehém with
GKS OKAfRNBYyQa
selt awareness. Do the children lo
the same as usor different?

Extensiong drawing or painting 4
seltportrait.

Over 2<; where we live

Looking at pictures of people wk
live in Australia in housestented
communities, native Aborigine hut
modern family homes with pool
traditional Queenslanders et
Comparing them with pictures

OKAf RNByQa K2YS

Mathematics

Understanding the world

Expressive arts & design

Under 2g; animal shapes

Looking at photos of Australian
animalsg platypus, wombat,
dingo etc and talking about
shapes.
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Over 2g; animal matching

Using duplicate picture of
Australian animals to make a
matching game.

2 KAOK FYyAYLFEa&a I
favourites (PSED)?

Under 2s; Aborigine art
Looking at artwork from the native
Aborigine people and recreating the
dot pictures they make.

Over 2g; flags- Finding out about
the Australian flag and compare it
with the British flag, notice
similarities and differences; lots of
maths learning.

Under 2g; singing

Learning some new songs from

l dzA G N> £ A} & dzOK
alkGAftRFE YR at¢
R24Y ¢

Over 2g; dancingWatching the
 dzA G N> £ Ay 3N dz
YouTube and trying some of their
dances.

Extensiorg, listening to Australian
national anthem and compare it
with our own.
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